Report 202324
ElL MESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

www.elmesthorpeparishcouncil.online

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authorify's internal auditor acting independently and on the
bhasis of an assessment of risk, caried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
conirols in operation and cbizined appropriate evidence from the authorify.

The internai audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and pianned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal confrol and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the conirol objectives were being achieved throughout the financiat year to 2 standard adequaie

to meet the needs of this authoriiy.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properiy kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulstions, payments were supported by invoices, all .
axpenditure was approved snd VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authanty assessed the sigmificant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of amangements {o manage these.

D. The precept or sates requirement resuited from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was reguiariy monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expecied income was fully recaived, based on correct prices, properiy recorded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accounied for,

F. Petly cash payments were properiy supporied by receipts, all pelly cash expendiiure was approved o
and VAT apprapriately accounted for.

G. Salaries fo employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were properly applied.

/

H. Assat and investments registers were complete and accurate and properiy mainiained. o
i Pariodic bank account reconciliations were propery carried out dunng the year. w
/

J. Accouniing statements prepared during the year were prepared on the cormect accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supporied by an adequate audit
trail from underdying records and where apgropriate deblers and creditors wers properiy recorded.

K. ¥ the authority certified iiself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022/23, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared iself exempl. {if the authority had a iimited assurance
review of its 2022/23 AGAR tick "not covered’) ]

L. The zutherity published the required information on a website/wabpage up to date at the tima of the —
internai audit in accordence with the relevant legisiztion. :

1. In the year covered by this AGAR, the autherity correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR pericd, | /

\

were public righis in relztion to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by a nofice on the website andior
authorty approved minutos confirming the dates set). | .
N. The zuthority has compiied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR i ol

{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). i , |

- e e e
"

o

Q. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibiiities as 2 trustee. l

=

For any other risk areas idenfified by this authority adequate conirols existed (fist any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal audit underiaken Name of person who carmied cut the infernal audit
ondoe{2c 2w DAy PrcSToes

Signature of person who ,% o -
Sign 3 wh

- S ; ol oe {202
carried out the internal audit 2404 Date c =

*If tha ragponse is ‘no’ please siate the implicatons and action being taken o address any weakness in conirol
identified {add separale sheels if needed).

*Note: If the respense is ‘nct covered' please sizte when the most recent iniemat audit work wes dore in this area and when itis
next planned; or, if coverzge is not required, the annual intemai audit report must explein why not {add separate sheets i needed).
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We acknowledge as the members of,

ELMESTHORPE PARISH CCUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound sysiem of internal conirol, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, io the best of our knowledge and beliet, with

5

4. We have put in place arrangements for effective inancial |

the accounting statements.

respect o the Accounting Siatements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

Yes means that liis authonty:

repared its accauniing stalements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate sysier of intemal coniro!
including messures designed to prevent and detect fraud

rmanagement during the year, and for the preparation of ! /
and corruplion and reviewed s effiectiveness. /

made proper arangements and accepted responsibiiity
for safeguarding the public meney and resources in
its charge.

3. We taok all reasonable steps o assure ourseives
that there are no matters of aclual or potential
non-complience with faws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this zuthority to conduct its ‘
business or manage ils finances. {

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Prastices in doing sa.

£, We provided proper epporiunity during the year for
the exercise of eleciors’ rights in a2ccordance with the i
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations. y

| during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity o
inspect and ask questions about this authonity's acgounts.

5. We carried out 2n assessment of the risks facing this
authority and ook appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the intraduction of intemat conirols end/er
external insurance cover where required.

considered and cocumented the financial and other nsks it
faces and deaif with Hem propeny.

5. We maintzined throughout the year an adeguate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and contral systems.

' arranged for 2 competent persen, independent of the financiai
controfs and procedures, io give an objeciive view on whether
intemal conirols meet the needs of this smalier authority.

7. Wa ook appropriate action on 2l matters raised
in reports from intemnal and external audit.

responded to matfers brought o its attention by internal and
external audit

8. Ve considered whather any itigaticn, Habilites or
commitments, everis or transactions, occurting either
during or after the year-end, have @ financial impact on
this authority and, where approprate, have inciuded them
in the accounting siatements. !

g, {For logal councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity 35 the sole managing
frustee we discharged our accountabifity
responsibiiiies for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reperting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything it should have 2bcut its business achvity
during the year including events faking place after the year
end if relevart.

has met all of its responsibiliies where, as a body
corporate, it is @ sole managing trustee of 2 focai
_ frust or trusis.

7 |
i

*Please provide explanations fo the external auditoron a separate sheet for each *No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemnance Statement was approved ata
meeting of the authority on:

G /66 /202
and recorded as minute reference:

30/24— 25

www . elmesthorpeparishcouncii.online

Annual Govemnance and Accountabiiily Reiurn 2023/24 Ferm 3

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

Explanaticn to the External Auditor of Response to Assertion 3

The Parish Council apprﬁveé the final accounting sistements seciion of the Annual
Governance 2nd Accountebility Return after 30 june 2023. The late approval does not

comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Approval of the final accounting statements seciion of the Annual Governance and

Accountzability Return was delayed due to staff illness.

The Parish Councii has addressed this matter by scheduling the meeting to approve the final
accounting statements section of the Annusl Governance and Accountabiiity Retumn
2023/24 on 6 June 2024. This provides sufficient time for a further meseting o iake place
before 30 june 2024, should any issues arise in refation o the meeling on 6 June 2024.



ection 1 Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

Svnianation to the Fxiernal Auditor of Response to Assertion 4

Ll

The announcemers of the Period for Public Rights was before approvel of Section Z o7 the

-

Annual Governance and Accountebility Return, and thereforenotin accordance with

Regulation 12 — 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Annroval of Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabifity Return wes delayed due

\nD the As
to staff iliness.

The Darish Coundil has addressed this matter by scheduling the meeting to approve Section
2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/Z4 on © June 2024. This
nrovides sufficient ime for a further meetingic take place before 30 lune 2024, should any

issues arise in relation o the meeting on 6 June 2024,

m

The announcement of the Period of Public Rights for 2023/24 will be made after 6 Jun

2024 and before 728 June 2024,



LT

Section 2 — Accounting Siate

ELMESTHORPE

Year endmg

St March

2023 2924

ents 2023/24 o

34 March

P
i
h

PARISH COUNCIL

7 ] Nmes and gmdance

T Blaase round ali figures to nearest 21 DO 1ot feave an j
boYes biank and repoid 20 ar Nil bafsaces All ighies FHsE
| agree fo uposiying i Hnancial fecords,

| 1. Balances brought i Totaf balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
i forward i 30,759 31,827 asecorded inthe 1 financial records. Value must agree o
; i Box 7 of previous vear.

2. (+) Preceptor Rates and | Totai amount of precept (or for iDBs rates and levies)
Levies : 11,250 11,8101 received or receivable in the year. Exciude any grants

recefsed.

3. (+) Total oiher receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less

21,885 22 AQQ| the precept or ratesfievies received (fine 2. include any
grants received.

4. {-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on befialf

} f alf empioyees. Inciude gross salaries and wages,
{ 45 9 i

: 2z, #83 21,243 employers NI contributions, emplayers pension
contributions, graiufties and severance payments.

5. (-} Loan interesticapital i Total expenditure or gayments of capital and interest
repaymenis ' G 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings {if any}.

i

8. {-) All cther paymenis % _ Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the ca ash-
i 18,714 17.4952] book less staif costs (line 4} and loan interest/cepital
i repayments {line 5.

7. (=) Balances camied P Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward | 1,827 27,732 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

i

5. Totai value of cash and i’ The sum of all current and deposit benk accounts, cash

short term investments | 31,827 27,732 hoidings and short term invesiments held as at 31 March —
' To agree with banic reconciliation.

9. Total fixad assets plus The value of ail the property the authoriy cwns — it is made
long term investments 258,548 268,548| up of all its fixed assets and iong ferm investments as at
and assels 31 March.

410. Total borrowings The outstznding capital balance as at 31 March of ail loans

| 0 0| from third parties (including PWLB).
| e |

'For Local Conncils éé{iy

11a Drsciosure note re Tmst ‘unds
{inciuding charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{inciuding charitable)

The Council, as 2 body corporate, acls as sole frustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

| The figures in the sccounting statements above
i exclude any Trust transactions.

<

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability

Retumn have been prepared on either a receipis and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authoriiies — &
Practitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Praciices and present faily
the financial position of this authorily.

Signed by Responsible Financial Offt
presented to the authiority for approvai

T GEvns

66/6(9/202_1.1.

corh

—el

afore being

Date

Annual Governance and Aceoun
Local Councils, Intemal Drainag

tabifity Petum 2023/24 Form 3
e Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

| confirm that these Accouniing Statemenis were
approved by this authorily on this date:

6b/6ef 2024

as recorded in minute reference:
2; /2425

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accouniing
Statemenis were approued

e+ ConK-
]
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Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Elmesthorpe Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAQ).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors

2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion
the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the
Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation
and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The Council left a significant time period between approval of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
and the commencement of the Public Rights Period. The Audit and Accounts Regulations 2015, section 12 (3)(a)
and proper practices require that following approval of the Return, the Public Rights Period should commence as
soon as is reasonably practicable when taking into consideration the mandatory inclusion of the first 10 working
days of July.

The Internal Auditor has answered 'not covered' to control objective L on the Annual Internal Audit Report. In future,
we would anticipate the review of the Internal Auditor to cover this control objective.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify/do—notcertifi* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

G . : :

External Auditor Name

b MOORE

o 06/09/2024
External Auditor Signature (25 Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Part 3
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Smaller Authority Name: ELMESTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

(@)

(b)

(c)

NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF ANNUAL AUDIT

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024
Accounts and Audit Reguiations 2015

The audit of accounts for (Smaller Authority Name)Elmesthorpe Parish Council
for the year ended 31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Return is available for inspection by any local government elector
in the area of Elmesthorpe Parish Council
on application to

{(Name of Clerk)
Mrs J Gent

(Address of Clerk)
Eimesthorpe Parish Council

The Village Hall, Wilkinson Lane, Eimesthorpe, Leicestershire, LE9 7SP

(Telephone/email, and hours and arrangements to view)
Phone: 07528 077240 Email: clerk.elmesthorpe@hotmail.com

Viewing at Village Hall by prior arrangement.

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.50 for each copy of
the Annual Return

Announcement made by (Name of Clerk)

Mrs J Gent

Date of Announcement

30 September 2024




